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@Congress of the United States

THouse of Representatibes

Washington, BC 20515

May 19, 2025

Alan Garber

President

Harvard University
Massachusetts Hall
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear President Garber,

We write today to request detailed information about Harvard’s activities, detailed below,
that create risks to U.S. national security and further the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s)
genocide in Xinjiang. Specifically:

1. Harvard repeatedly hosted and trained members of a CCP paramilitary organization,
the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps (XPCC?).

a. XPCC is a primary implementer of the CCP’s genocide against the Uyghurs.!

b. Harvard provided services to XPCC members multiple times after the Department
of the Treasury placed XPCC on the Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked
Persons (SDN) List in 2020, including as recently as 2024.2

2. Harvard researchers collaborated with China-based academics on research funded by
an agent of the lranian government.?

a. This occurred on at least four occasions since 2020, and as recently as 2024.

3. Harvard researchers used funding from the Department of Defense to partner with
China-based academics on research with potential military applications.

a. These projects involved Chinese universities that are linked to the Chinese military
and advanced aerospace and optics research with military applications.

8 XPCC or Hrgm = @t is S [4].

b The Iranian National Sciences Foundation (INSF) is an agent of the Iranian government that was chartered and is
directed and funded by Iran’s Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution, whose decisions can only be overruled
by Iran’s Supreme Leader. IRAN NAT’L SCI. FOUND., What Is the INSF, https://insf.org/en/page/28/what-is-the-insf
(last visited Apr. 28, 2025); Iran: Supreme Council for the Cultural Revolution (SCRC), GLOBALSECURITY.ORG,
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/iran/scrc.htm (last visited May 6, 2025).
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4. Harvard researchers partnered with China-based individuals linked to China’s defense
academic and industrial base on research that could advance China’s military
modernization.

a. One project involved robotics research with potential military applications,
conducted in partnership with a researcher at one of China’s “Seven Sons of
National Defense” universities.

5. Given the People’s Republic of China’s (PRC’s) extensive record of human rights abuses
against religious and ethnic minorities, including by forcibly harvesting organs from such
individuals, we request further information regarding the safequards Harvard places
around research collaborations related to organ transplantation when such research is
conducted with PRC-based researchers.

These instances raise serious concerns about whether Harvard adequately protects taxpayer
funded research and U.S. national security, and whether it takes sufficient steps to ensure that its
activities do not further the CCP’s ongoing genocide or bolster the PRC’s military capabilities.

Harvard must provide the American people an explanation for this conduct.

l. Harvard Hosted and Trained Members of a Sanctioned Chinese Paramilitary
Organization Involved in the CCP’s Genocide in Xinjiang

On multiple occasions, Harvard hosted and trained members of the sanctioned, paramilitary
organization XPCC—one of the primary implementers of the CCP’s genocide against the Uyghur
people.® As you know, the PRC has arbitrarily detained as many as 1.8 million Uyghurs, Kazakhs,
Kyrgyz, and members of other Muslim minority groups in a system of extrajudicial mass
internment camps, and XPCC operates at the forefront of the CCP’s genocide against the Uyghur
people.*

Harvard provided services to XPCC on multiple occasions after the U.S. Treasury
Department listed XPCC on the SDN List in 2020.° Treasury’s sanctions generally prohibit U.S.
persons® from contributing or providing any funds, goods, or services by, to, or for the benefit of
a designated party as well as the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or
services from any designated party.®

Harvard’s relationship with XPCC dates back to at least 2019, well after there was
significant public reporting and confirmation by the U.S. government and the United Nations of
mass detentions, relentless surveillance, and gross human rights abuses against Uyghurs and other
ethnic minorities in Xinjiang.” In November 2019, Harvard hosted a training course on health
finance in collaboration with the Chinese government, and Harvard’s press release at the time
specifically touted XPCC’s participation (though Harvard appears to have later removed this

¢ U.S. person is broadly defined to include any United States citizen, lawful permanent resident, entity organized
under the laws of the United States or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), or any
person in the United States. 31 C.F.R. § 583.314 (2025).
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reference). & Ignoring these well documented atrocities, Harvard charged ahead with training the
paramilitary group responsible for carrying them out, even mentioning it in its press release.’

Despite the imposition of sanctions against XPCC the following year, Harvard continued
to provide services to XPCC multiple times over the next four years as part of its Harvard China
Health Partnership (HCHP), which works closely with the CCP.%° Harvard hosted and provided
training to XPCC at conferences held as part of the HCHP, including the Fifth Flagship Training
Event on Health Care Financing in October 2023, an event to “aid China’s healthcare policy
design.” ** Notably, Harvard opted to omit XPCC from its press release!? while the Chinese
government’s press statement for the same event highlighted XPCC’s participation.'®
Additionally, Harvard’s press release shows blurred name plates for four of five panelists, which
raises questions about why Harvard wanted to keep their identities hidden.
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In 2024, Harvard again held this event, and the National Healthcare Security
Administration issued a press release celebrating XPCC’s involvement.'* In short, Harvard hosted
and provided training to members of a genocidal, sanctioned paramilitary group on at least three
occasions, including multiple times after the U.S. government imposed sanctions on XPCC.

We are deeply concerned the services and resources provided through these events
may violate U.S. law and could have been deployed by XPCC to further repress the Uyghur
people and other ethnic minorities in China. Harvard stated that its training was designed to
help “participating policymakers ... translate the lessons from the course into tangible, effective
policies[.]”* But to XPCC, “effective policies” are those that succeed in repressing the Uyghur
people. Further, XPCC has previously used the fig leaf of health care-related efforts to whitewash
the CCP’s crimes in Xinjiang. For example, XPCC members conducted a health-related quality of
life study in 2021, interviewing more than 1,000 Uyghurs.® The study was retracted after an ethics
complaint pointed out the study subjects lacked the autonomy to participate voluntarily.t’

1. Harvard Researchers Collaborated with China-based Researchers on Projects
Funded by an Agent of the Iranian Government

Harvard researchers have also worked with PRC-based collaborators on projects funded
by an Iranian government agent. One Harvard researcher conducted scientific research with
researchers from a PRC defense-linked university funded through a grant from this Iranian
government agent.!® This research paper was written in partnership with a professor at Zhejiang
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University, a Chinese university that hosts multiple Chinese defense laboratories and cooperates
closely with China’s military.!® The research received funding from a grant from the Iranian
National Science Foundation,?® a Tehran-based public organization that was chartered and is
funded and directed by the Iranian government to achieve Iran’s technological goals, among other
purposes.?

This is not an isolated incident. Harvard researchers worked on multiple projects across
multiple years, all funded in part by the Iranian National Sciences Foundation.?? We identified at
least four such projects?® since 2020, and one as recent as 2024.2* As you may know, under the
Iranian Transactions and Sanctions Regulations, the Office of Foreign Assets Control has
specifically disallowed transactions incident to publication when they involve the Iranian
government and its instrumentalities.?® This funding from an Iranian government agent raises
serious concerns and may violate U.S. law.

Iran has unlawfully pursued nuclear weapons, supported terrorist groups who have killed
Americans, advanced missile development, and engaged in a campaign of regional aggression,
leading the U.S. to impose sweeping sanctions in 2018.%° This latest Iranian government-financed
research took place in 2024, after the sanctions were imposed, after the U.S. government
highlighted the threat from Iran’s activities, and after Iranian proxies killed American citizens.?’

I11.  Harvard Researchers Worked with Researchers at Chinese Military Linked
Institutions on U.S. DoD-Funded Projects

Further, Harvard researchers worked with researchers at Chinese universities on DoD-
funded research with potential military applications. For example, Harvard researchers worked
with faculty associated with Tsinghua University on research funded by the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) that explored zero-indexed materials,?® which has optic-chip
applications,?® a technology that could substantially improve artificial intelligence capabilities.*

In another example, a Harvard researcher worked with a professor associated with Zhejiang
University on a paper researching polymer science funded by the U.S. Air Force, among others.3
This polymer research holds potential applications in areas such as aircraft construction.®?

In yet a third instance, a Harvard researcher worked with academics associated with the
Huazhong University of Science and Technology (Huazhong University) on research funded by
the U.S. Air Force that explores materials such as shape memory alloys.3 Shape metal alloys were
noted to have aerospace applications.3

All three institutions are publicly linked to China’s military. Tsinghua University, General
Secretary Xi Jinping’s alma mater,>® conducts defense research for the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) and has been implicated in cyber-attacks against the United States.%® Zhejiang University
hosts multiple Chinese defense laboratories and is linked to economic and cyber espionage.®’

431 C.FR. § 560.538 (2025).
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Huazhong University hosts a significant number of PLA-linked defense laboratories and has close
links to China’s defense industry.®®

The DoD funds research in areas that further U.S. defense capabilities.®® The United States
must maintain an edge in science, technology, and development to counter national security threats
from the PRC.*® Harvard’s collaboration with PRC military-linked institutions blunts this edge in
two primary ways. First, it trains researchers at PRC military-linked institutions in scientific areas
that could be critical in a future conflict. This research holds obvious military applications since
the DoD funded these projects. The PRC military benefits from sharing the wealth of knowledge
these research projects generate. Harvard researchers should not be contributing to the military
capabilities of a potential adversary. Second, this collaboration provides the PRC with insight into
U.S. military priorities. When researchers work on DoD-funded projects, PRC-based researchers
gain valuable knowledge about the scientific areas the DoD considers essential for future
warfighting capabilities. U.S. research institutions should not become a backdoor for potential
adversaries to learn the thought processes of one of the most critical institutions charged with
keeping Americans safe.

IV. Harvard Researchers Worked with PRC Military Linked Institutions on
Research That Can Advance PRC Military Capabilities

Harvard researchers also routinely worked with PRC military-linked institutions on dual-
use research.** Within these dual-use areas, the DoD recognized the importance of certain
disciplines such as microelectronics, artificial intelligence, and quantum science.* The Select
Committee on the Chinese Communist Party noted Harvard researchers collaborating with PRC
military-linked institutions on research in these critical defense areas. For example, Harvard
researchers worked with researchers associated with Tsinghua University and Zhejiang University
on the “first controlled flight of a microrobot powered by soft artificial muscles”*—robotics with
clear potential military applications.**

In another instance, Harvard researchers worked with PRC military-linked institutions on
soft robots for deep-sea exploration,* a technology which could easily be applied to undersea
surveillance and reconnaissance.*® This research team included scientists from the Beihang
University, which is one of the PRC’s “Seven Sons of National Defense.”*

In a third example, a Harvard researcher worked with a Tsinghua University researcher on
Field-Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGA).*® FPGAs give the military a critical edge in everything
from analyzing radar information to communications systems.* This dual-use technological
research risks advancing the PRC’s military capabilities.

V. Harvard Researchers’ Organ Transplantation Research Raises Questions
about Harvard’s Safeguard for Medical Research

The PRC has been repeatedly implicated in forcible organ harvesting activities, including
illicit organ harvesting targeting ethnic and religious minorities. The U.S. House of
Representatives passed a resolution in 2016 addressing the “persistent and credible reports of
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systematic, state-sanctioned organ harvesting. . . in the People’s Republic of China.”*® In 2019,
the Independent Tribunal into Forced Organ Harvesting from Prisoners of Conscience in China
produced extensive evidence of organ harvesting practices.>* Expert testimony before Congress in
March 2024 provides evidence that this practice continues in the PRC, °2 and the PRC has
aggressively cracked down on any information sharing related to ongoing human rights abuses.*

The Select Committee identified multiple instances where Harvard researchers worked
with Chinese researchers on organ transplantation-related research. The chart below includes
seven recent examples of this research.

Title Publication
Year
Genetic polymorphisms of Leukocyte Immunoglobulin-Like Receptor B3 2024

(LILRB3) gene in African American Kidney transplant recipients are
associated with post-transplant graft failure

Transplanting old organs promotes senescence in young recipients 2024
Leveraging the tolerogenic potential of TNF-a and regulatory B cells in organ 2023
transplantation

A randomized-controlled trial of ischemia-free liver transplantation for end- 2023
stage liver disease

The Reality of Inadequate Patient Care and the Need for a Global Action 2022
Framework in Organ Donation and Transplantation

Transplantation of a beating heart: A first in man 2022
Everolimus Alleviates Renal Allograft Interstitial Fibrosis by Inhibiting 2022

Epithelial-to-Mesenchymal Transition Not Only via Inducing Autophagy but
Also via Stabilizing IxB-a

Given the PRC’s record of human rights abuses in harvesting organs from religious and
ethnic minorities, we seek information regarding the oversight and protections that Harvard has
put in place related to such research collaborations.

* * * *

U.S. educational institutions such as Harvard receive tax-exempt status, among other
benefits, due to their educational mission of teaching, research, and public service.>* Assisting
known, sanctioned paramilitary human rights abusers in developing policy and advancing their
foreign military capabilities may undermine Harvard’s nonprofit mission.

We therefore request the following documents and testimony® by June 2, 2025, for the
period January 1, 2019 (unless otherwise noted) to the date of this letter:
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1. All documents and communications between Harvard (all schools) and any individuals
affiliated with any entities blacklisted by the U.S. government and listed on any one of
the following lists:

a. The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Non-Specially Designated National
Chinese Military-Industrial Complex Companies List

b. The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s SDN List

c. The U.S. DoD’s list of PRC military companies designated under Section
1260H of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021

d. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s list of PRC companies involved
in forced labor designated under the Uyghur Forced Labor and Prevention Act
Entity List

e. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Military End User List
f. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Entity List

g. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Denied Persons List

h. The U.S. Department of State’s Debarred Persons List

i. The list of PRC telecommunications companies designated under Section 889
of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2019 as posing national
security risks to the United States

j.  The list of PRC semiconductor companies and affiliates designated under
Section 5949 of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2023 as posing
national security risks to the United States

k. The Federal Communications Commission’s “Covered List”

2. All documents related to any engagement, partnership, or other formal or informal
collaboration between Harvard (all schools) and any individuals affiliated with any
entities blacklisted by the U.S. government and listed on any of the following lists:

a. The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Non-Specially Designated National
Chinese Military-Industrial Complex Companies List

b. The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s SDN List

c. The DoD’s list of PRC military companies designated under Section 1260H of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021

d. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s list of PRC companies involved
in forced labor designated under the Uyghur Forced Labor and Prevention Act
Entity List
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e. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Military End User List
f. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Entity List

g. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Denied Persons List

h. The U.S. Department of State’s Debarred Persons List

i. The list of PRC telecommunications companies designated under Section 889
of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2019 as posing national
security risks to the United States

J. The list of PRC semiconductor companies and affiliates designated under
Section 5949 of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2023 as posing
national security risks to the United States

k. The Federal Communications Commission’s “Covered List”

3. All documents pertaining to the Harvard Training Event on Health Care Financing for
all years held.

4. Testimony from Winnie Yip, Professor of the Practice of Global Health Policy and
Economics, about the above events, her interactions with the CCP, and
communications with U.S sanctioned parties (including XPCC).

5. All documents detailing Harvard’s sanctions and export control compliance programs,
including, but not limited to, all copies of:

a. Documents related to screening protocols, including but not limited to false
positive identification protocols and escalation procedures.

b. Documents related to the use and configuration of any software utilized as part
of Harvard’s sanctions or export control compliance programs.

c. All licenses issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control, Directorate of
Defense Trade Controls, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and the Bureau
of Industry and Security.

d. Procedures for ensuring compliance with specific licenses, license exceptions,
and general license conditions.

6. All communications between Harvard (all schools) and any individual who is a member
or affiliate of the CCP.

7. All documents related to any gifts, donations, or other contribution from T.H. Chan to
Harvard University (including but not limited to the $350 million gift), including any
stipulations related to the use of those gifts, whether applied before or after the gift,
donation, or other contribution was provided.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

A description of all safeguards in place to protect against disclosure of nuclear-related
information, including the date of implementation.

A description of all safeguards in place to protect against furthering research that assists
the PRC’s organ harvesting and military efforts, including the date of implementation.

A detailed description and explanation of why Harvard researchers worked with PRC
military-linked institutions on projects funded by the U.S. DoD (or its subdivisions).

A detailed list in native Microsoft Excel of all projects in which an individual affiliated
with Harvard received funding from any entity within the DoD that included a PRC-
based collaborator.

A detailed list in native Microsoft Excel of all projects in which an individual affiliated
with Harvard collaborated with any other individual who received funding from the
Iranian government or its instrumentalities.

A detailed list in native Microsoft Excel of all projects in which an individual affiliated
with Harvard collaborated with any other individual who was affiliated with a PLA-
linked institution.
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House Resolution 5 delegates to the Select Committee broad authority to investigate and
submit policy recommendations on countering the economic, technological, security, and
ideological threats of the Chinese Communist Party to the United States and allies and partners of
the United States.®® Under House Rule X, the Committee on Education and Workforce
(Committee) has legislative and oversight jurisdiction over “education or labor generally.”®” The
information sought here will further the Committees’ understanding of these issues and inform
their legislative and policy recommendations.

To make arrangements to deliver a response and organize a briefing, please contact Select
Committee staff at (202) 226-9678.

Sincerely,
John Moolenaar Tim Walberg
Chairman Chairman
Select Committee on the CCP Committee on Education and Workforce

Tl ), G

Elise Stefanik

Chairwoman
House Republican Conference
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